Hitler versus Papen                        143
As for von Papen, the fact that he had had the courage
on this occasion to take action energetically and decisively
against the National Socialist murderers might have been
counted to him for virtue. But this would be doing him *
too much of an honour. At the last moment the death
sentence was reduced to one of imprisonment for life. And
six months later, when Hitler was in command. Heir von
Papen witnessed a parade in which the five murderers of
Potempa took part, marching along in a place of honour at
the head of the S.A.
Hindenburg rejects Hitler
But we are anticipating historical developments. The
deed itself must be alluded to here because the repercussions
of this Potempa murder had a considerable influence on
Hitler's attitude to Papen, and on the further political
development of Germany.
Before the Beuthen death sentence had been pronounced,
Adolf Hitler had an audience with Hindenburg. Schleicher
had kept his promise to the Ftihrer of the National Socialists.
He had arranged this meeting. Schleicher, of course, after
the mobilisation of the S.A., had no longer any intention of
making Hitler Reichschancellor : he merely wanted to take
the wind out of his sails.
On the morning of I2th August Hitler, who was at Haus
Wachenfeld, had news from Schleicher that Hindenburg
wanted to see him. Hitler immediately drove by car to
Berlin, where he stayed the night with Goebbels at the latter's
little country house at Caputh, near Potsdam. Hitler was
of the opinion that his hour had arrived, and so was Goebbels.
For hours on end the Ftihrer strode up and down Goebbels*
room, undecided what he should say or propose to Hinden-
burg. Goebbels has portrayed this torment of mind very
clearly in his diary.
The following morning Hitler first drove to Papen. He
was firmly convinced that Papen would now leave the field
clear for him and use his influence with Hindenburg on his
behalf.